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          WHO WE ARE 
 
 

The University of Insubria was established in 1998 in the cities of Varese and 
Como. To emphasize its strong links with the surrounding areas, it was named 
after the Insubres, a Celtic population who settled in this part of the Lombardy 
region around the 4th century B.C.  
Varese lies in northern Lombardy, in the wonderful green lake-district area at 
the foot of the Alps and very close to the Swiss border 
(http://www.turismo.regione.lombardia.it/wps/portal/Tourism). 
 

 

     
 

The University of Insubria (Università degli Studi dell'Insubria at a glance) was one of the first Italian 

universities to apply an original bi-polar system, consisting of the two main centers of Varese and Como, 

and a satellite teaching and research facility located in the nearby city of Busto Arsizio.  

The University of Insubria focuses on the quality of teaching, based on high quality of research and an 

excellent staff-student ratio. Its seven departments offer innovative degree programs that provide 

graduates with the scientific and cultural competences and the technical skills required today for optimal 

integration into the job market. In this respect, the close and positive interaction with the several 

manufacturing and biotechnological industries, the modern service network and the dynamic cultural life 

of Lombardy and the nearby Switzerland represent a valuable additional asset. 

The University staff and facilities are under continuous expansion and development, to meet to the needs 

of an ever increasing number of students while maintaining a student-centered outlook. 

 

The Department of Biotechnology and Life 

Sciences is located in Varese and Busto Arsizio. 

The Master of Science program in Biomedical 

Science is one of a number of courses offered by 

the Department in the field of Biology and 

Biotechnologies.  

  

http://www.turismo.regione.lombardia.it/wps/portal/Tourism
http://www4.uninsubria.it/on-line/home/naviga-per-profilo/foreign-student/articolo10327.html
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         HOW TO REACH US 
 
 

The venue for the M.Sc. Course in Biomedical Sciences is located in Busto Arsizio, Via Alberto da Giussano 

10, about 30 km from Varese (where the Central Administrative Offices are) and about 40 km from the center 

of Milan, with its countless cultural, historical and shopping attractions. A short (10 minute) drive or train 

ride connects Busto Arsizio to Malpensa International Airport.  

The University Buildings in Busto Arsizio are conveniently located within walking distance of the two railway 

stations and of the historic center of the town. Frequent and fast train services connect Busto Arsizio to 

Varese (20/30 min) and Milan (30/50 min).   

 

For further details about train transportation to and from Busto Arsizio and around the Milan Metropolitan 

Area, check the following links:   

www.trenord.it 

www.trenitalia.com 

www.muoversi.regione.lombardia.it/planner/home.do 

  

http://www.trenord.it/
http://www.trenitalia.com/
http://www.muoversi.regione.lombardia.it/planner/home.do
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        COURSE DESCRIPTION 
 
 

Research is fuelled by the passionate work of scientists and in turn drives progress in society. The recent 
decades have witnessed continuing and exciting advances in biological research, and biomedicine is 
probably the field where such progress has translated into the most significant applications.  
The goal of the Master of Science in Biomedical Sciences (MSc BMS) is to provide the students with the 
theoretical background, technological know-how and practical skills to carry on this meaningful quest.  
 
The MSc BMS relies on the synergy of expertise and skills in Molecular Biology, Biochemistry, 
Pharmacology, Physiology and Pathology, to offer a multidisciplinary approach to the biomedical field, 
closely intertwined with scientific research at a level of excellence. Top-quality training, a scientifically 
stimulating environment, innovation and a special emphasis on the students' individual needs and 
inclinations are the key words in this program, that will turn study and commitment into high professional 
qualifications, to build a solid foundation for a future in biomedicine. Classes are held in English, to help 
Italian students acquire a good command of what has indisputably become the universal language in 
science, and to stimulate the integration of foreign students and the creation of an international study 
environment. 
 
The study plan consists of three curricula: the first two address the study of cancer development and 
the possible approaches to its prevention and treatment (Oncology) or the functions and disorders of the 
nervous system (Neuroscience). The third curriculum (Double-Degree Program) more closely focuses on 
immunological themes and clinical applications. A limited number of positions (with a minimum of 
four) are available each year for the Double-Degree Program; students admitted to this curriculum will 
attend the second year of the course at the Bonn-Rhein-Sieg University of Applied Sciences, and will 
also obtain a German Master of Science Degree (MSc) in Biomedical Sciences. 
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For full details of the study plans check the Course Regulation. 

http://www4.uninsubria.it/on-line/home/naviga-per-tema/didattica/corsi-di-laurea/documento318272.html
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ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 

 

To be eligible for the Master Degree Program in Biomedical Sciences, candidates must have: 

a First Level Degree (Laurea Triennale) in Biology (class L13) or Biotechnology (class L2) or in the 
corresponding class L12 (according to the Italian law (DM 509/99), obtained from any University in Italy 

or 

a First Level Degree (Laurea Triennale) in classes other than those reported above, obtained from any 
University in Italy, or a B.Sc. obtained abroad that has been recognized as equivalent, provided that at 
least 40 ECTS have been acquired in cellular, molecular, physiological and biomedical disciplines. 

Students that are scheduled to obtain their first Level Degree no later than December 31st 2017 are also eligible. 

Oncology and Neuroscience Programs 

The candidates' background preparation, including their proficiency in the English language, will be 
assessed via a preliminary interview with an ad hoc Selection Committee nominated by the Teaching Board 
of the Course. The interview will focus on the basic principles of physiology, pharmacology, molecular 
and cellular biology, and biochemistry. Candidates may choose the language for the interview (English 
or Italian). A negative outcome of the interview will preclude enrollment in the M. Sc. Course for the 
current Academic Year.  

 Double Degree Program 

For candidates applying for this program, the preliminary interview will be held mandatorily in English. 
Candidate selection will be performed at the end of the Winter Exam Session, based on number of exams 
and marks. Final acceptance will be granted by the Teaching Board of the MSc in Biomedical Sciences at 
the University of Applied Sciences, Bonn-Rhein-Sieg for those students that have passed all the exams 
of the first semester by the end of the Mid-term Spring Exam Session.   

A preliminary course in Scientific English will be held between September 18 and 29, 2017 before the 

start of regular courses. Attendance to the course is mandatory, unless one of the following conditions 

is satisfied: 

a) the student can provide a valid certification (within the 2 years) of a level of proficiency in English 

corresponding to C1 in the Common European Framework of Reference (CEFR) for Languages; 

or  

b) the student has attended an academic course (BSc, Master) entirely held in English.  

 

  

http://www4.uninsubria.it/on-line/home/naviga-per-tema/didattica/corsi-di-laurea/articolo11704.html
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               TUTORSHIP 
 

 

Members of the Teaching Board will act as tutors for students enrolled in the M.Sc. Course in Biomedical 

Sciences, assisting them in their curricular choices, in the selection of elective courses and, more generally, 

in case of problems with their study methodology or with administrative aspects in the management of 

their careers.  

For the A.Y. 2017/18 the following tutors will be available: 

Prof. Tiziana Alberio (tiziana.alberio@uninsubria.it) 

Prof. Ian Marc Bonapace (ian.bonapace@uninsubria.it) 

Prof. Riccardo Fesce (riccardo.fesce@uninsubria.it) 

Prof. Marzia Gariboldi (marzia.gariboldi@uninsubria.it) 

Prof. Carlo Rossetti (carlo.rossetti@uninsubria.it)  

 

A number of second year students have also volunteered to assist their younger incoming colleagues in 

the more practical aspects of life on the campus. 

 

 

  

file:///C:/Users/Public/Documents/Documents/DIDATTICA/BioMedical%20Sciences/Web%20Pages%20del%20corso/tiziana.alberio@uninsubria.it
file:///C:/Users/Public/Documents/Documents/DIDATTICA/BioMedical%20Sciences/Web%20Pages%20del%20corso/ian.bonapace@uninsubria.it
file:///C:/Users/Public/Documents/Documents/DIDATTICA/BioMedical%20Sciences/Web%20Pages%20del%20corso/riccardo.fesce@uninsubria.it
file:///C:/Users/Public/Documents/Documents/DIDATTICA/BioMedical%20Sciences/Web%20Pages%20del%20corso/marzia.gariboldi@uninsubria.it
file:///C:/Users/Public/Documents/Documents/DIDATTICA/BioMedical%20Sciences/Web%20Pages%20del%20corso/carlo.rossetti@uninsubria.it
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   ENROLLMENT PROCEDURES AND DEADLINES 
 
 

General  

Candidates must pre-register online (instructions for online pre-registration) between August 2rd and 

September 14, 2017, and indicate the Study Program (Oncology, Neuroscience or Double Degree) they wish 

to enroll in. They will be invited for a selection interview, according to a schedule that will be posted on the 

course web pages 

Candidates achieving a positive assessment shall complete their registration, online or in person, within 
10 days of notification of acceptance (or no later than January 29th, 2017 for candidates scheduled to 
obtain their First Cycle Degree by December 31st, 2017). 
A negative outcome of the interview will preclude enrollment in the M. Sc. Course for the current 
Academic Year. 
 
Non-EU Students 

Candidates from outside the EU shall pre-apply by writing to foreign.students.bms@uninsubria.it before 
June 30th 2017, attaching a copy of their passport and B.Sc. certification, a transcript of records, a 
certification of fluency in English (B2 level or higher) and a motivation letter. Candidates who are 
considered eligible, based on the documents they have produced, will be invited for a Skype interview 
that will focus on the basic principles of physiology, pharmacology, molecular and cellular biology, and 
biochemistry. A negative outcome of the interview will preclude enrollment in the M. Sc. Course for the 
current Academic Year.  

In case of positive assessment, an Official Letter of Acceptance will be issued. With that, candidates shall 
contact the Italian Embassy or Consulate in their home countries and pre-register by the deadline of July 
7th, 2017, using the form provided by the Embassy/Consulate and submitting a legalized copy of high 
school title and bachelor title, officially translated into Italian. After processing the application, the 
Embassy/Consulate will issue a document named “Dichiarazione di valore in loco”, that the candidates 
shall bring to Italy and submit to the University Registrar's Office in Varese, along with their legalized 
titles and acceptance letter, to complete the registration process in September. The Embassy/Consulate 
will also provide the University of Insubria with the names of pre-registered candidates and will issue a 
Student's Visa. As these procedures usually take quite a long time, accepted candidates are recommended 
to attend to their pre-registration as soon as possible. 

  

http://www4.uninsubria.it/on-line/home/naviga-per-tema/didattica/corsi-di-laurea/documento314249.html
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        ACADEMIC CALENDAR 
 

 

Year Semester Lectures Mid-term exams Exams 

 Scientific English September 18 to 29, 2017 

1 I 
October 2, 2017- 

December 22, 2017 
-- 

January 8-February 23, 
2018 

(Winter Session) 

 II 
February 26- 
June 8, 2017 

April 4-13, 2017 
(Spring Session) 

June 11-September 21, 
2018* 

(Summer Session) 

2 I 
September 25, 2017 - 

January 27, 2017 
-- 

January 8-February 23, 
2018 

(Winter Session) 

 II 
February 26- 
June 8, 2017 

-- 
June 11-September 21, 

2018* 
(Summer Session) 

* Except 1-31 August 
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          TUITION FEES 
 

 

Tuition fees must be paid as follows: 

- a fixed amount of 156 € upon registration 

- a second contribution (“Contributo unico”), the amount of which depends on family income and assets 
(ISEE), to be paid in two instalments by the deadlines of December 15th, 2017 and may 25th, 2018, 
respectively.   

The amount of the Contributo Unico is determined as follows: 

Annual Family Income (ISEE) Tuition fees 

≤ 13 000 € none 

13 001 – 30 000 € 0,07 x (ISEE-13 000) € 

30 001 – 65 000 € (ISEE x 0,035 + 280) * 1,2 + 280 

65 001 – 70 000 € 3 650 € 

> 70 000 € 3 800 € 

All students shall provide proof of their family income and assets by producing the relevant documents 
issued by the Revenue Authorities of the country in which the income was earned; all documents must 
be translated into Italian and officially certified. 

Requests for tuition fee exemption must be submitted between October 16th and December 15th, 2017 

Students with a final grade corresponding to  10/11 of the maximum grade in their first-cycle 
degree are exonerated from payment of tuition fees. 

Visiting students (Erasmus students and Double Degree students from the Bonn-Rhein-Sieg University) 
do not pay any tuition fees to the University of Insubria. Double Degree students only have to pay a 
graduation fee of 86 €. 
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          SCHOLARSHIPS 
 

 
 
Double Degree students who will attend their second year at the University of Bonn-Rhein-Sieg will be 
supported by an Erasmus Plus Scholarship (applications should be filed around the end of February 
2017). 
Scholarships for the “Diritto allo Studio Universitario” are awarded annually by the Lombardy Region, 
based on merit and income; the cal for these scholarships is issued during the months of July-
September. 
 
Each year, a number of “Excellence and Merit” scholarships are awarded by the University of Insubria 
to students (including foreign students) regularly enrolled in the first year of the master degrees who have 
acquired their First-Cycle Degree in Italy.  
 
Scholarships supporting students from Extra EU not OECD countries regularly enrolled in the first year 
of the master degrees are awarded by the University of Insubria based on merit; the call for these 
scholarship is issued during the months of November-December 
For details on calls and applications please contact Dr. Luca Gallo (relint@uninsubria.it). 
  

http://www4.uninsubria.it/on-line/home/naviga-per-profilo/studente/diritto-allo-studio/articolo11992.html
http://www4.uninsubria.it/on-line/home/naviga-per-profilo/studente/diritto-allo-studio/articolo12137.html
http://www4.uninsubria.it/on-line/home/naviga-per-profilo/studente/diritto-allo-studio/articolo13073.html
mailto:relint@uninsubria.it
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         ACCOMMODATIONS 
 

 

 “Carlo Cattaneo” University Residence- Via Jean Henry Dunant, 3, 21100 Varese VA 

 

The student guesthouse, located in the Varese campus, has been operating since the Spring 2013, 

offering accommodations in single rooms with private bathroom and a kitchen every 4 rooms. 

  

Fifteen rooms are reserved for foreign students participating in international mobility programs 

(Erasmus / Double Degree) and students from non-EU and non-OECD countries, enrolled or 

intending to enroll in the first year of a Master Degree Course. 

 

Up to a maximum of 5 rooms will be electively assigned free of charge to students from non-EU 

and non-OECD countries enrolled in the first year of a Master degree course. The selection will be 

based on merit, as assessed by the CV and titles presented by the applicants. The remaining rooms 

will be assigned in chronological order of submission of applications to the students in the specified 

categories. Applications should be submitted during July-August 2017; the monthly fee for a single 

room is € 300.00. 

 

 

How to submit the application 
 
Application forms must be received by Wednesday, August 31st  2017 

Applications shall be submitted together with a CV and all the qualifications relevant for evaluation, 

to the International Relations Office, exclusively by e-mail to: relint@uninsubria.it using the 

Accommodation form provided online 

 

Applications can be submitted prior to completing the registration procedure; the rooms will be 

assigned upon completion of registration. 

 

For more details on calls and applications please contact Dr. Luca Gallo (relint@uninsubria.it) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

mailto:relint@uninsubria.it
http://www4.uninsubria.it/on-line/home/naviga-per-profilo/scuole-e-futuro-studente/documento313635.html
mailto:relint@uninsubria.it
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         ACCOMMODATIONS 
 

 

 
LEM Residence Via Tonale 135, VARESE 
A special agreement has been drawn up between the LEM Residence and the University of Insubria 

(Agreement No. 29/2014) 

 

LEM Residence offers students and other University guests furnished studio and two-room 

apartments of various sizes. 

The monthly rates for a studio apartment range from 300 to 360 € (+ € 240 utility costs); for 2-room 

apts. the range is 430-440 € (+ € 240 utility costs), depending on size. 

Services included in the monthly rate: 

• heating and water; 

• energy costs up to 50 € per month per apartment. Extra costs will be charged separately; 

• use of the reception/common room on ground floor and of the laundry facilities (washer and 

dryer) located within this room; 

• reception service from 4pm to 8pm on weekdays and Saturday mornings with English-

speaking personnel.  After hours on call service guaranteed; 

• use of the garden; 

• cleaning services: common areas are cleaned on a regular basis, apartments are cleaned once 

a month; additional cleaning services are available at an extra cost and have to be requested 2 

days in advance. 

• Accommodation requests shall be submitted by email to elenabrusapasque@gmail.com.  

For more info: 

elenabrusapasque@gmail.com  

tel 0332/236317 

fax 0332/284350 

In Busto Arsizio there is no University Residence, but rental apartments, rooms in shared apartments 

and rooms in private homes can easily be found. Monthly rates for a one/two-room apartment start at 

350 € (plus utility costs), or at 200 € (plus utility costs) for a room in a shared or private apartment. 

For general information have also a look at:  

http://www.easystanza.it  

http://www.secondamano.it/  

http://www.ecasa.it/  

http://www.affittistudenti.it/  

http://www.affitto.it/  

http://www.casaswap.com/ 

 

 

mailto:elenabrusapasque@gmail.com
mailto:elenabrusapasque@gmail.com
http://www.easystanza.it/
http://www.secondamano.it/
http://www.ecasa.it/
http://www.affittistudenti.it/
http://www.affitto.it/
http://www.casaswap.com/
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         FACILITIES 
 

 
Libraries 
 
The Library of Medicine and Sciences is located within the Varese University Campus, in Via J.H. Dunant 3. 
Users can consult over 7.700 volumes in the fields of Biological and Natural Sciences Medicine and Surgery, 
Communication Sciences, Informatics, Safety Engineering and Nursing Sciences, and over 450 journals in 
print. Through the University Library System, the Library provides access to over 22.000 online journals and 
approximately  10.000 e-books, besides 27.000 Open Access journals and over 5.000 Open Access e-books. 
Access to full-text publication is available from all the computer terminals in the University network.   
 
The Library also provides a Book Loan Service  
 
Opening hours:  
Monday to Friday, 9:00 am to 6.00 pm 

 
For further details and information write to bibliobiomedica@uninsubria.it 
 
E-learning 
 
The University of Insubria provides students with an e-learning service, allowing students to join the virtual 
community of the University and to access the contents made available for the different courses. The service 
is enriched by the possibility of using multi-media tools, forums, chats, quizzes, and questionnaires and by 
providing a variety of cooperative activities, helping students in their ideal learning path.  
Students can access the service at  http://elearning3.uninsubria.it/, using their credentials. 
 
Computer lab and Internet connection 
 
The Busto Arsizio University Building  has a Computer Lab, providing the students with computers for word-
processing, using specific applications for the various courses, or access to the internet, including the E-
learning platform, free of charge. Students owning a laptop computer may connect to the WI-FI in the whole 
building.  
The Computer Lab is open on Monday from 9.00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. and Friday from 2:00 pm to 6 p.m.   

 
Sports 

PalaInsubria 

PalaInsubria is the brand new University Sports Center (opened in September 2015), located within the Varese 

University Campus. It offers an indoor sports field (for basketball, volleyball and futsal), that is also used for 

official competitions, and a 150 sq mt weight and fitness room, equipped with weights and state-of-the-art 

cardio-fitness machines; two outdoor multi-functional fields and a beach volleyball court are also present on 

the premises.  

The structure is managed by the CUS (University Sport Center) Insubria, offering various subscription 

options. For further details check http://www.cusinsubria.it/ 

  

http://www4.uninsubria.it/on-line/home/naviga-per-tema/ateneo/organizzazione/strutture-didattiche-scientifiche-e-servizi/centri-di-servizi/centro-interdipartimentale-di-servizi---sistema-bibliotecario-di-ateneo-siba/biblioteca-di-medicina-e-di-scienze-vare
mailto:bibliobiomedica@uninsubria.it
http://elearning3.uninsubria.it/
http://www.cusinsubria.it/
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FACILITIES 

 

Piscine Manara 

Piscine Manara is a center mainly devoted to water sports, located in the same block as the University 

Buildings in Busto Arsizio. It offers two indoor swimming pools (50 mt and 25 mt) and an outdoor 

"recreational" pool with a waterslide and solarium, open during the summer months. It also hosts a weight 

room and a gym. Sportsmanagement offers various forms of subscription to the pool and to both "dry" and 

"wet" courses. 

Insubriae Chorus  
The University Chorus, established in 2008, is composed of students, graduates and university staff. 
Admission requires passing an audition. The Chorus meets every Tuesday at 6.00 p.m. in Varese, Via Monte 
Generoso 71. For additional information contact Maestro Michele Paccagnella. 

 

 

mailto:pacca1983@libero.it
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