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December 1996: University Degree in Biochemistry at the University of
Copenhagen, Denmark.

Experimental thesis: “Identification of a TATA-box in the hIGF1 gene”.
December 2003: Ph.D., Molecular and Cellular Biology. Experimental
thesis: “Molecular mechanisms underlying the regulation of PBX1 sub-
cellular localization”.

April 2004 to present: Assistant Professor in Molecular Biology,
Department of Structural and Functional Biology, at the University of
Insubria, Varese, Italy.

Personal Grants:
1994-1995: Fellowship from the Danish Cancer Society.

1999-2002: Ph.D fellowship from the Danish Research Academy.

2004-2006: Rett Syndrome Research Foundation Grant.
“Characterization of novel proteins influencing MeCP2 activity and
analysis of their possible involvement in Rett Syndrome”.

As Assistant Professor at the University of Insubria, | have mainly been
occupied in studying the molecular mechanisms involved in Rett
Syndrome, a form of X-linked mental retardation. Mutations in the
methyl-CpG binding protein, MeCP2, have been found in the major part
of patients affected with this syndrome. MeCP2 represses the
expression of genes through the binding to methylated DNA and
recruitment of chromatin modifying complexes. Several data suggest
that more genes are involved in the Rett Syndrome, either directly or as
modifiers of MeCP2 activity. Different approaches have been applied to
find new factors interacting with MeCP2 and the main focus of my
research is aimed at studying the functional role of these.

2003 to present:

Laboratory of Experimental Biology (1,25 Credits): a 1st level degree
laboratory course in Biological Sciences.

Integrated Laboratory | — unit of Molecular Biology (1 credit): a 1st level
degree laboratory course in Biology of Health.



Representative
publications

Clinical interests

Laboratory of Molecular Biology (3 Credits): a 2nd level degree
laboratory course in Biology of Health.

Integrated Laboratory Il — unit of Molecular Biology (1 credit): a 2nd
degree level laboratory course in Biology Applied to Biomedical
Science.
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Even if the projects in the laboratory are mainly of basic research, they
are focused on investigating different aspects of MeCP2 functions and
Rett Syndrome and may therefore prove useful to the development of

new therapeutic and diagnostic strategies in the future.



