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 Biography 1989 -Milan -University of Milan –Ph.D. 
 
1993 -Milan -University of Milan – Ph.D. in Cellular and Molecular 
Biology 
 
1993-1997 Postdoctoral Fellowship in Dr. Wolffe’s laboratory Bethesda 
(MD, USA) National Institute of Child Health (NIH) - 
 
1998 –2003 Varese -University of Insubria - University Researcher in 
Molecular Biology 
 
2004 - Varese -University of Insubria -Associate Professor of Molecular 
Biology 

 Qualifications and awards 1997: 1997 NIH Fellows Award for Research Excellence  
 
1998-2000: AIRC GRANT “Molecular mechanisms of gene silencing 
mediated by DNA methylation” 
 
2001-2003: TELETHON GRANT “Identification and characterization of 
proteins that, interacting with MeCP2, could be involved in Rett 
Syndrome”. 
 
2001-2003: Rett Syndrome Association Grant (USA). “Identification and 
characterization of proteins that, interacting with MeCP2, could be 
involved in Rett Syndrome” 
 
2003: AIRC GRANT “Chromatin Structure Modifications Induced By 
The Oncogenic Protein PML-RAR” 
 
2001: FIRB “Caratterizzazione di nuovi interattori di MeCP2 e loro 
coinvolgimento nella sindrome di Rett” 
 
2004: AIRC GRANT “Changes in chromatin structure and 
transcriptional regulation mediated by leukemic oncofusion proteins”. 
 
2005-2007: TELETHON GRANT “Identification and characterization of 



proteins that, interacting with MeCP2, could be involved in Rett 
Syndrome”. 
 
2005-2007: AIRC GRANT“Changes in chromatin structure and 
transcriptional regulation mediated by leukemic oncofusion proteins”.

 Research interests In general my interest has always been in the field of chromatin and 
transcription. This became clear when I joined Dr. Wolffe's laboratory 
as a postdoctoral fellow. I have been in the Alan laboratory for 4.5 
years. In 1998 I left NIH and I started my own group in Italy. Generally, 
the group is interested in analyzing the mechanisms of gene silencing 
driven by DNA methylation with a particular interest in the identification 
of novel proteins that by interacting with the methyl-binding protein 
MeCP2 might be involved in Rett Syndrome; moreover the laboratory is 
working on the influence of the main regulators of acute promyelocytic 
leukemia on gene expression and chromatin structure. 
 
Regarding the MeCP2 interacting factors we have recently used a 
deductive approach and a genetic one to isolate novel interacting 
factors. We believe this strategy quite important to isolate novel loci 
either involved in Rett syndrome onset or in influencing its gravity. 
Some of these interactors have been further characterized in the 
laboratory.

 Teaching experience and 
appointments 

1998/2001 - Laboratory of Experimental Biology II. University. of 
Insubria; degree in Biology. 
 
2000/2006 Methodologies in Molecular Biology. 5 CFU. University . of 
Insubria. 1st level degree in Biology. 
 
2000/2003 – Gene expression regulation during development. 
University. of Insubria; degree in Biology. 
 
2002/2004 – Subjects of Molecular Biology. 3 CFU. University. of 
Insubria; Second level degree in Biology. 
 
2003/2006 Molecular Biology II. 4 CFU. Univ. of Insubria. Graduate 
level degree in Biology Applied to Biomedical Sciences. 
 
2004/2006 Integrated Laboratory I: unit of Molecular Biology. 1 CFU. 
University of Insubria. Undergraduate level degree in Biology of Health. 
 
2004//2006 1.5 CFU of Epigenetic Univ. of Vita e Salute (Milan). 
Graduate level degree in Medical, Molecular and Cellular 
Biotechnologies. 
 
2005: Epigenetic mechanisms of transcriptional regulation. 3 CFU. 
University of Insubria; Graduate degree in Biology. 
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 Clinical interests Even if the projects in the laboratory are mainly of basic research they 
are focused on revealing new genes involved in Rett Syndrome and 
may therefore prove useful to the development of new diagnostic and 
therapeutic strategies. 


