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 Biography Degree and PhD 
1992 Degree in Medicine and Surgery, cum laude, Universitá degli 
Studi di Bologna. 
1997 PhD in Cytomorphology, Universitá degli Studi di Bologna 
 
Academic Appointments 
1990-1992 Graduate Student, Dept. of Biochemistry, Bioenergetics 
Laboratory, Universitá degli Studi di Bologna. 
1994-1995 Graduate fellow , Dept. of Neurology, Columbia University, 
New York. 
1995-1997 Graduate fellow, Institute of Histology and general 
Embryology, Universitá degli Studi di Bologna. 
1998-2002 Postdoctoral Research Scientist, Dept of Neurology, 
Columbia University, New York. 
2002- present Assistant Professor in Clinical Biochemistry and Clinical 
Molecular Biology, University of Insubria, Varese

 Qualifications and awards 1992 AIPaC award for the communication “Methodological 
observations in the mitochondrial NADH coenzyme Q reductase assay" 
XLIII AIPaC National Conference, Bologna.. 
 
1993 Award from SIB (Societá Italiana di Biochimica).. 
 
1997 One year grant within the Telethon Project “Possible Autoiimune 
Pathogenesis for Leber’s Hereditary Optic Neuropathy: Molecular 
Mimicry Involving Mitochondrial Autoantigens”. P.I.: Prof. Giorgio 
Lenaz, 1997. 
 
1998-2001 MDA (Muscular Dystrophy Association) Development Grant 
on “RNA-based gene therapy for mitochondrial myopathies”. 
 
2005 University funds for Research (FAR) on “Design of a new real-
time PCR approach for quantifying heteroplasmy of the mtDNA 
mutation 3460G áA responsible for LHON”.

 Research interests Mitochondrial bioenergetics in aging and in neuromuscular pathology; 
mitochondrial genetics and pathophysiology of mitochondrial 
encephalomyopathies; gene therapy approach for mitochondrial 



disorders in cellula models; real-time based diagnosis and 
heteroplasmy quantification in Leber’s Hereditary Optic Neuropathy 
(LHON); mitochondrial segregation in families affected by mitochondrial 
disorders. Proteomics in neurodegenerative disorders. 

 Teaching experience and 
appointments 

Assistant professor in clinical biochemistry and clinical molecular 
biology since December 2002;  
 
Official Teaching Courses : Clinical Biochemistry 1; Molecular Biology 
Techniques , for the Degree Course in Biomedical Laboratory 
Techniques. Laboratory Methodologies, for the Degree Course in 
Obstetrics
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 Clinical interests Mitochondrial DNA mutational load assessment by real time PCR; 
Mutational analysis in hereditary thrombophilia (Factor V, Factor II and 
MTHFR mutations) and in Hereditary Hemochromatosis 

  


